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tilery regulations of last year, must, 
the committee conceive, have had a 
tendency to* produce this increase; 
drunkenness which appears prevalent 
to an alarming degree, making the 
body more susceptible of disease, and 
less able of support under it. 
The commit; ee are umvillingto close 
this report without stating clearly t<> 



the subscribers and public that while 
the number of patients have been 
for soitie years gradually increasing; 
ihe subscriptions have been at the 
same time fatting ati, and therefore 
they again entreat that funds may be 
afforded to support the institution in 
undiminished usefulness. 



Aft ACCOUNT OF THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE OF TBI lNSTITtTSION POR lit- 
LIEF OT THE SICK POOR AND THEIR FAMILIES, tROM 1 ST NOVEMBER, 1809, TILL 
1ST NOVEMBER, 1810. 
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DVt B* THt m'STITVTION. 

For salaries to the medical 

officers, apothecary and 

register - - - 41 13 4 
Medicines to Gresham and 

Carmichael - - 19 18 11-$ 

Treasurer for amount due 

him -' - - 76 14 

Neat property of the insti- 
tution ... 1040 2 3{ 



=£1178 8 7 



Signed hy order of a general meeting of Sub* 
icrUfert, 5th December 1 1801. 

Alexander Magujre. 
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Bettor DujCny, 
— Carroll, 
— Litton, 
— O'Brien, 
— I.loyd, 



Surgeon, &AMUEL WllMOT. 
Apothecary, Richard Aston. 

kegirter and Collector! HESxy H AKyls , 
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The excellent observations annex- 
ed to the preceding annual cata- 
logues, on the character, causes, and 
treatment of the diseases therein enu- 
merated, have rendered any com- 
ment on the present almost super- 
fluous, nor can it be necessary to 
rhake any other appeal to the hu- 
manity of the public, in favour of 
this institution, than the exhibition 
of the list, of more than nine thou- 
sand of the most wretched mem- 
bers of society, relieved by its ope- 
ration, from the most oppressive part 
of the burden of poverty ; such a 
list will prove, that the generosity of 
those who have hitherto been its sup- 
porters has not been ill directed, by 



demonstrating the necessity of such 
an institution, and the success which 
has attended " its benevolent efforts. 
It will be a source of additional gra- 
tification, upon examining the na- 
ture of the diseases enumerated in 
this report, to find, that they are 
chiefly in that class which most im- 
periously demands, and at the same 
time yields most certainly to the aid 
of medicine. 

The amount of our patients in the 
present catalogue, appears to ex- 
ceed considerably, that in any for- 
mer report. Indeed the year 18 10 
was one peculiarly calamitous to the 
Unfortunate objects of our institution ; 
it is well known to the publtc 
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through the reports published by the 
committee of the Cork-street Fever 
Hospital, that a lever was diffused 
through the lowest rank of the po- 
pulation of this city, to an extent 
which could be but imperfectly 
counteracted by that comprehensive 
institution. This may, in part, have 
arisen from the circumstances of our 
national distresses, although other 
causes must have contributed their 
influence, as the diseases appeared 
to be most readily communicated to 
children. Although this epidemic 
was so extensive in its range, it was 
not attended with any uncommon 
symptoms, and therefore did not re- 
quire any peculiarity of treat- 
ment ; attention to the state of 
the prima: via:, in the first stages of 
the disease, and the moderate use 
iof cordials in the latter, proving 
generally salutary. 

The great and sudden changes of 
temperature throughout every part of 
the year, produced those disorders 
which have contributed to swell the 
present catalogue to so large an a- 
mount. Of most of these the treat- 
ment is so well understood as to ren- 
tier it unnecessary to oHpr any re- 
mark of my own, and it is painful to 
advert to the rest, against which 
the resources of medicine have been 
but too unsuccessfully directed. I 
shall only therefore observe with res- 
pect to one of these, that I have 
found, that aloetic purgatives have 
often afforded very remarkable, re- 
lief in both the acute and the chro- 
nic forms of rheumatism. After a free 
usi; of these, the cinchona either alone, 
or combined with the tartrate of an- 
timony has rarely failed to relieve 
the most obstinate attacks. This last 
combination indeed seems to merit 
attention as a very powerful dia- 
phoretic. 

In intermittent fevers accompanied 
with inflammatory affections of the 
Uintis, when the use of the cincho- 



na alone, would probably have been 
injurious, the addition of the tartrate 
of antimony lias allowed it to be 
used freely with considerable advan- 
tage. 

Although the number of cases of 
smallpox continues to be nearly the 
same in our annual reports, it is evi- 
dent that it bears a continually de- 
creasing proportion to the others ori 
the list. A sufficient proof that the 
disease is gradually yielding to the 
influence of the vaccine antidote. 

In our reports we have constantly 
reason to express our chagrin at the 
disappointment we often meet with 
in our efforts to subdue the various 
forms *)f the dropsy, a disease to 
^bich the poor inhabitants of Dub- 
lin are peculiarly subject. The usual 
routine of practice is well known, 
and is too often tried in vain upon 
our patients to allow us much ground 
for confidence ; many of our pallia- 
tives contribute to increase that de- 
bility of the system, which so often 
pre-di§poses to this dangerous mala- 
dy, and the medicines which are 
found most efficacious in some in- 
stances ; proving of littie avail in o- 
thers. Hence, it is not without dif- 
fidence that I mention, that the use 
pf nitrous acid has appeared to rue 
to remove the complaint from some, 
to whom all the usual medicines had 
been administered with unavailing 
assiduity. It is known that this acid 
often unites the virtues of atonic and 
diuretic. — In many of the forms of 
dyspepsia, the use of the same acid 
has procured an obvious and long 
continued relief; hi a few others, 
frictions over the stomach, especially 
with the oleum ummoniatum, have 
been attended with sensible advan- 
tage ; it is unnecessary to add, that, 
unloading the first passages and 
maintaining their healthy action, by 
the operation of cathartics, are of the 
tightest importance. 

The term niaiasf/ms has been as- 
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signed, in many instances, to that 
congeries of symptoms so well des- 
cribed by Dr Hamilton in his valua- 
ble work on the use of Purgatives. 
To the ample testimony in favour 
of the extensive employment of these 
medicines in this disease, the re- 
sult of the practice of this dispensa- 
ry, might, if necessary give addi- 
tional weight. It ought not however 
to be concealed that in some cases, 



after a long nse of cathartics, the 
cure has appeared to be accelerattd 
by the administration of antimoiiial 
diaphoretics. 

Such are the few remarks, which a 
desire to comply ivith custom, rather 
than any conviction of their impor- 
tance has induced me to offer on the 
diseases which have fallen under my 
own inspection. 

York-street. S. L. 
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AN EULOGItra ON PRESIDENT MON- 
TESQUIEU; BY MONSIEUR d'aLEM- 
BERT. 

pUARLES DE SECONDAT, 
^ Baron of La Brede and Montes- 
quieu, late president a Mortier of the 
parliament of Bourdeaux, member of 
the French academy, of the royal aca- 
demy of sciences and belles lettres of 
Prussia, and of the royal society of 
London, was born at the castle of Ls 
Brede, near Bourdeaux, the 1 8th of 
January, 1089, of a noble family of 
Guyenne. His great-grandfather, 
John de Secoudat, steward of the 
household to Henry the second, king 
of Navarre, and afterwards to Jane 
daughter of that king* who married 
Antony of Bourbon, purchased the 
estate of Montesquieu for the sum of 
10,000 livres, which this princess 
gave him by an authentic deed, as a 
reward for his probity and services. 
Henry the third, king of Navarre, 
afterwards Henry fourth, king of 
Fiance, erected the lands of Mon- 
tesquieu into a barony, in favour of 
Jacob de Secondat, son of John, 
first one of the gentlemen in ordi- 
nary of the bed-chamber to ihis 
prince, and afterwards colonel of the 
regiment of Chatillon. John Gaston 
de Secondat, his second son, having 
married a daughter of the first pre- 



sident of tt»e parliament of Bour- 
deaux, purchased the office of pre- 
sident a Mortitr in this society. He 
had several children, one of whom 
entered into the service, distinguish- 
ed himself in it, and quitted it very 
early in life. This was the father 
of Charles de Secondat, author of the 
Spirit of Laws. These particulars 
may perhaps appear misplaced, at 
the beginning of the Eloge of a philo- 
sopher, whose name stands so little 
in need of ancestors; but let us not 
envy their memory that eclat which 
this name reflects upon it. 

The early marks of his genius, a 
presage sometimes so deceitful, w;» 
not so in Charles de Secondat; he 
discovered very soon what he one 
day would be, and his father employ- 
ed all his attention to cultivate tlis 
rising genius, the object of his ho| e 
and of his tenderness. At the aue 
of twenty, young Montesquieu al- 
ready piepaied materials for the 
Spirit of Laws, by a well digested 
extract from those immense volume* 
which compose the body of the civ.l 
law : thus heretofore Newton laid in 
his early youth the. foundation <,f 
wi>rks, which have rendered him im- 
mortal. The study of juris-prudence, 
however, though less dry to M. de 
Montesquieu, than to the most carl 



